In traditional statistics the data is usually obtained with experiment or survey. There appeared different types of unstructured massive data. They are obtained in scientific research and business, etc., for example, research in genomics, environmental science, medical science and meteorology, and in business activities to extract useful information on the web, POS, IoT, etc. They are called "Big Data". It is characterized by 3Vs, i.e., (1) volume, (2) variety and (3) velocity, where velocity means how fast the data is generated and processed to meet the demands, or sometimes by 4Vs with additional (4) veracity, which means the quality or accurateness of the data. "Data Scientists" receive attention as professionals to derive valuable insights from such data. Ideally it is required for data scientists to have (1) programming skills for processing structured and unstructured data, (2) analytical skills for using appropriate methods in statistics and machine learning, and (3) business skills for understanding the problems to be solved as well as for deriving business insights from the results of analysis and reporting with appropriate visualization techniques to decision makers. Talent with the second category of skills is called deep analytical talent in MGI report mentioned below. Expression of the third category is for business application, but it will be easy to transform the expression for applications in science.
Hal Varian, the chief economist at Google, told in 2009, "The sexy job in the next 10 years will be statisticians", and McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) published a report on "Big Data: The next frontier for innovation, competition, and productivity" in 2011.The report says that much of modern economic activity, innovation, and growth could not take place without data, and it estimates precisely the potential annual value Big Data can create to be 300 billion dollars to US health care and 250 billion euros to Europe's Public sector administration. On the other hand it predicts there would be shortage of deep analytic talent to take advantage of big data in the US and other countries. In 2012 T. H. Davenport and D. J. Patil wrote in Harvard Business Review an article titled "Data Scientist: The Sexiest Job of the 21th Century". By the way, the opportunities to meet the term "Data Science" increased rapidly in recent years, but, it was not a new term for statisticians. It was used at the 2nd Japanese-French Scientific Seminar (organized by Yves Escoufier, Chikio Hayashi, and others) held in Montpellier. The title of the Seminar and the Proceedings published later by Academic Press in 1995 was "Data Science and Its Applications". This term was used for "new science with data at its core". The meaning is essentially the same to that currently used, though types of data to be analyzed have changed in a quarter century.
In 2012 US government announced a "Big Data R & D Initiative". It promises to help to solve some Nation's pressing challenges, and to transfer the ability to use big data for scientific discovery, environmental and biomedical research, education, and national security. For this purpose the government invests more than $200 million, and six organizations of the government announced their plans. Among them, National Science Foundation (NSF) encouraged research universities to develop interdisciplinary graduate programs to prepare the next generation of data scientists and engineers.
ASA News on October, 2015 contained an impressive statement of ASA president D. R. Morganstein as follows: "We're entering an era of tremendous growth in the profession of statistics that is not unlike the growth of computing professionals in the 1960s and 1970s. At that time, software engineers and programmers were still relatively rare, but grew rapidly and steadily as computing became something every large company needed to remain competitive. We're seeing similar trajectory in statistics. Advances in computing, technology and Big Data continue to raise the demand for statisticians." EU announced BIG (Big Data Public Private Forum) 28 months with 2 million euro and succeeding Horizon 2020 (2014-2020), with 900 million euro investment. Now many institutes, departments or graduate programs have been established in universities or research organizations in the US and European countries.
Also in Japan statistics attracted a good deal of public attention in 2013. An enlightening book on statistics was sold more than 400 thousand copies. It was a quite exceptional event. Special issue on statistics was published in several weekly or monthly magazines such as Weekly Economist and Weekly Diamond in the same year. Two proposals were presented in 2014 on Research and Education of Statistical Science in the Era of Big Data and related topics by Committee of Mathematical Science and Committee of Information Science in the Science Council of Japan.
In 2016 the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology assigned six universities to play central roles for promoting the education of Mathematics and Data Science to foster talent needed in the Era of Big Data. For the first time in Japan Faculty of Data Science was established in Shiga University in 2017, and School of Data Science will be established in Yokohama City University in 2018. Education program for data scientists has been made also in many other universities. Now there are quite a number of statisticians engaged in the analysis of big data in genomics, bioinformatics, environment science, sports and so on, and they are going to get interesting results. As such activities increase, potential values as described in MGI report become reality.
The demand for statisticians and data scientists is clearly growing in US, Europe, Japan and other countries. I was deeply impressed by the statement of Morganstein, as I myself had similar experiences as a computing professional at a pharmaceutical company in 1960s and 1970s. I believe that we are now in the era of tremendous growth in the profession of statistics, though there may be differences between US and Japan. The appearance of faculty of data science is a breakthrough in the history of statistical education in Japan. It might be the result of the above mentioned (and related other) activities. I greatly appreciate the efforts of people who have contributed to those activities, and expect further improvement of the system of statistical research and education.
It was a good decision for JSCS to jointly contribute with other member societies to the publication of JJSD. JJSD and related activities will encourage those who are now engaged in research, education and applications of statistical science (including data science) and who are now studying to be next generation statisticians or data scientists. There will be no problem for closing JJSCS for JSCS members, because its main role has been to publish research papers of computational statistics in English. In the future, new journal JJSD, in which JJSCS revives, is going to play the same role for JSCS members. JJSD will have advantages such that it covers wider fields in statistics and has much larger number of contributors and readers. I hope that JJSD will be successful as an international journal for statisticians not only in Japan and neighboring countries but in the world. 
